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Respond to
Domestic Violence

Ericais in a play about domestic violence.
In the play, her husband is abusing her.

What can she do?
Where can she go?
Who can help her?



The Story

WhO We Are The Actors Get Their Roles

Yumi is the director of a play about a family.

We are ACTORS in a theater.

THE

My name is Asad

| play a little boy GALLERY PLAY ERS

named Billy.

Welcome back, everyone.
Our new play is about a very

My name is Abdul. important, but difficult, subject.

| play
Billy’s grandfather.

Erica,
you are going
to play the mother.

Asad,
you are going to play
a little boy named Billy.

My name is Erica.

| play
Billy’s mother.

My name is Julie.

| play
Billy’s aunt.

Seven.

And that’s your bear.
How old is Billy?

My name is Renata.

| play
a police officer.

roles = characters in a play
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| play
a grandfather?

Very good.
Abdul, you are ye

Billy’s grandfather.

Julie, you are Abdul’s daughter.
That means you are Billy’s aunt.
You are also a nurse.

Renata,
you are a police officer.

The actors don’t know the story.
The director tells the actors to learn their lines.

You'll see.
Everyone, read the play
and learn your lines.
Tomorrow we will practice.

So, what is this play about?

lines = words the actors say ’
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Scene 1:
Billy and the Bear

The play begins.

You make me so mad.
You will never
do that again!

Billy! Come here.

Why are you hitting
Mr. Bear?
Isn’t he your friend?

I’'m playing a game.
The bear is Mommy,
and | am Daddy.

ie

addy hits Mommy
when he is mad.

[ scene = a part of a play ’

RESPOND TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE * 4
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Scene 2:
Grandfather with His Daughter

That night, the Grandfather talks with his daughter (Billy’s aunt).

| am worried.

What'’s wrong, Dad?

He tells her about Billy.
She tells him not to worry.

You know how boys are.
He was probably
just playing a game.

He was punching
his bear.

He said the bear was
Mommy, and he was Daddy.

He probably saw it on TV.
Dad, you’re not going to ask
your son if he’s beating his wife.
You don’t know that for sure.

5 - RESPOND TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
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Scene 3:
Grandfather and Billy’s Mother

The next day, Grandfather asks a difficult question.

Is this true?
Is my son hitting you?

This is not easy for me to ask.
But yesterday, | heard Billy say
that Daddy hits Mommy.

Hitting me?
My husband loves me.

You know how he is.
He just gets angry
sometimes.

Grandfather finds out the truth.
And what does he do What am |

when he gets angry? supposed to do?
| feel so hopeless.

RESPOND TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE * 6



Scene 4:
You Are Not Alone

Billy’s aunt listens and gives good advice.

Billy’s mother can get help.

Yes, you can do something.
There are people that
can help you...

..people you can talk to.
Call 311.

You won’t be alone.

Leave my husband? We're here for you.

| need my husband.

She thinks about it.

| see this all the time
at the hospital.

You have to do something

before it gets worse.

But | can’t do this.
| can’t break up
my family.

Billy’s mother is worried — she doesn’t have immigration papers. She makes the call.

You don’t understand. 3 | don’t have my “papers.”
I can’t go to the police. ' There’s nothing | can do.
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Scene 5:
At the Police Station

The two women also get information from a police officer.

Do you want
to report a crime?

And we think
Well... not exactly. her husband is abusing her.

We have a “friend.”

The police officer can help.

You have come
to the right place.
Itis my job
to help women
like your friend.

Canyou tell me
what’s going on?

9 - RESPOND TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
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They explain the problem.

And her husband
takes all the money from
her paychecks.

He doesn’t let her
see her friends.

But she doesn’t have
her immigration papers.
She doesn’t know what to do.
She is scared.

Well, those are often
signs of trouble.

In New York City, she doesn’t need “papers” to get help.

Your friend doesn’t
have to worry.
Here in New York,
we help everyone.

You can tell your friend
to come see me.
I’ll be here for her.

WE SPEAK NYC * SEASON 1

RESPOND TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE - 10



Lessonl
What Can You Do?

The play is over. The actors speak to the audience
about domestic violence.

Talking about Theater

Look at the pictures. Read the sentences. Say the words.

Domestic violence
affects people
of every nationality,
in every community.

A play is a show in a theater. This play has
five scenes. A scene is a part of a play.

It is not your fault.
If you are a victim
of domestic violence,
do not feel bad
about yourself.

For information
and advice, call 311.
For emergencies and

to get help right away,

call 911.

The director is in charge of the play.

The director tells the actors what to do.

First, the actors read the script. The script
has the lines—the words the actors say.

People working together
can help stop
domestic violence.

Next, the actors rehearse the play.
They practice again and again. The actors
must learn their lines.

This story is only one example of domestic violence and responding

.. . . . . The audience comes to see the play.
to domestic violence. This happens in all types of relationships, ) ) pay
. . Sometimes they laugh. Sometimes they cry.
between current and former partners of any genders or sexual orientations.

For more information and help, please visit www.nyc.gov/nychope.
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Lesson 2

Who We Are

Match the character with the description. Follow the example.

Billy’s aunt

| tell Billy’s mother about calling 311. Who am I?
| go with her to the police station.

| am a nurse.

| am an aunt, a daughter and a sister-in-law.

| take care of Billy after school. Who am I?
| am worried that my son is an abuser.

| am a grandfather, a father and a

father-in-law.

| am afraid of my husband. Who am I?

| don’t have my “papers.”
| am a mother, a wife, a daughter-in-law
and a sister-in-law.

| stay with my grandfather after school. =~ Who amI?

| hit my bear, and it’s not a game.
| am a son, a grandson and a nephew.

| protect people who need my help. Who am I?
| wear a uniform to work.
| give advice to Billy’s mother and his aunt.

31‘

Billy’'saunt : Billy’s mother

Billy’s grandfather

police officer

WE SPEAK NYC * SEASON 1
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Lesson 3

What Happens?

Complete the sentences. Follow the example.

asks ° isplaying ° isworried ° sees -+ thinks

Billy’s grandfather 5ees
He asks Billy why he is hitting his bear.

Billy hit his bear.

Billy says that he a game. He explains

that sometimes Daddy hits Mommy.

Billy’s grandfather

That night, Billy’s grandfather his daughter for advice.

His daughter that Billy sees violence on TV.

She doesn’t want her father to say anything.

doesn’tknow °* go ° help ° must ° suggests

Billy’s grandfather decides he do something.

The next day, he talks to Billy’s mother.

Billy’s mother says that she what to do.

She doesn’t have immigration papers.

Billy’s aunt that they call 311.

Billy’s mother and aunt call 311. They also to

a police station.

The police officer says that the police all people,

with or without immigration papers.

RESPOND TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE * 14



Lesson 4 Lesson 5

Where Is It? Talking about
Find these things in the story. Domestic Violence

Write the page number(s). Follow the example.

Find the meaning. Follow the example.

1. domestic violence _ immediately
ages 2, %, 4 .
1. teddy bear bag 2. abuse without hope
2. script 3. scared 1 when someone is being

3. baseball cap hurt by a family member

or friend

4. couch

4. doesn’tlet _ suggestions
5. lamp

5. emergency phone number _ mad
6. dinner plates

6. advice ~ harmorhurt
7. 311

7. right away __ doesn’tallow or permit
8. desk

8. angry 911
9. audience

9. hopeless ~  afraid

props = things that actors use to help tell the story
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Lesson 6

Talking about

Domestic Violence

Complete the sentences. Follow the example.

" Is this true?
Is my son
hitting you?

angry ° easy ° hitting ° hopeless ° husband ° supposed to

Grandfather:

Mother:

Grandfather:

Mother:

17 - RESPOND TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

This is not (1) easy for me to ask.

But yesterday, | heard Billy say that Daddy hits Mommy.

Is this true? Is my son (2) you?

Hitting me? My (3) loves me.

You know how he is. He just gets (4)

sometimes.

And what does he do when he gets angry?

What am | (5) do?

| feel so (6)

WE SPEAK NYC * SEASON 1

Police Officer:

Billy’s Aunt:

Police Officer:

Billy’s Aunt:

Police Officer:

Billy’s Mother:

Police Officer:

WE SPEAK NYC * SEASON 1

Lesson 7

Talking about

Domestic Violence

Complete the sentences. Follow the example.

- abusing - _crime

* help * let

* money * scared

* trouble * worry
Please sit down. Do you want to reporta (1) crime_ 9

Well... not exactly. We have a “friend.” And we think her husband

is (2) her.

You have come to the right place. Itis my job to

(3) women like your friend.

Can you tell me what’s going on?

her see her friends. And

He doesn’t (4)

her husband takes all the (5) from her

paychecks.

Well, those are often signs of (6)

But she doesn’t have her immigration papers. She doesn’t know

what to do. Sheis (7)

Your friend doesn’t have to (8)

She does not need to have “papers.” Here in New York,

we help everyone.

RESPOND TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE - 18



Lesson 8

Talking about
Domestic Violence

have to =necessary don’t have to = not necessary

Circle have to or don’t have to. Follow the example.

1. You @/ don’t have to i 911inan emergency.
You must get help right away.

2. You_have to / don’t have to e with domestic violence.

You can get help from family, the police and city agencies.

3. You haveto/don’t have to ihink first about your safety.
You can ask for emergency shelter for you and your children.

4. You have to/don’t have to (| the police your immigration
status. The police help everyone—people with “papers” and people

without “papers.”

5. You have to/don’thaveto goyethe problem yourself.

You can call 311 for more help.

6. You_haveto/don’thave to g 4fraid to ask for help.

You can get help 24 hours a day from the Domestic Violence Hotline.
The number is 1-800-621-4673.

emergency shelter = a safe place to stay
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Good Question!

Put the words in order.
Follow the example.

old + Billy *« is * How =+ 7?
How old is Billy?

Lesson 9

about + What =+ this <« play < is

wrong * What -+ is = ?

supposedto * What - ° am °

tell = Can < you °* what * is * me

Practice saying these questions out loud.

WE SPEAK NYC * SEASON 1
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Lesson 10 Lesson 11

What Can You Say?

What am |
supposed to do?

What Can You Do?

But she doesn’t have her
immigration papers.
She doesn’t know what to do.
She is scared.

Cometiere. What’s wrong,
Dad?

Can you tell me We’re here for you.
what’s going on?

What can you say? Follow the example.

1. You are Billy’s grandfather. Ask Billy to sit near you.
Call 911 in an emergency. You don’t
come here. It’s an emergency. need “papers” to get help.
You don’t have “papers.” Ask for an interpreter.
Say: | speak
2. You are Billy’s aunt. Tell Billy’s mother that she is not alone. A
3. You are Billy’s aunt. Ask your father why he is worried. . Call 311 for information. You don’t
Your husband hits you, « »
need “papers” to get help.
but you are safe right now. )
h “ . Ask for an interpreter.
You don’t have “papers. v fameels
4. You are the police officer. Ask about the problem.
Talk to your friend. Make sure she’s
5. You are Billy’s mother. You feel hopeless. Ask for advice. safe.

21 - RESPOND TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Say the words out loud—like actors in a play!
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Your friend is being abused,
but she is safe right now.
She doesn’t have “papers.”

WE SPEAK NYC * SEASON 1

Call 311 for information. She doesn’t
need “papers” to get help.

Ask for an interpreter.
Say: | speak

RESPOND TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE * 22




Lesson 12 Lesson 13

Watch the Show Watch the Show
Who says it? What’s going on?

Watch Respond to Domestic Violence. Listen carefully. What do you think is going on in these pictures?

Find out who says these lines.
Who says it?

1. “Don’t worry about me. | am just tired.
| have been working overtime this week.”

2. “Ineed to askyou a question. And | want you
to be honest”

3. “311?7 This is a family problem. Can 311 help?”

4. “They said | should not talk about this.
But this is happening to my sister.”

5.  “l will not raise my child in a home
where people hurt each other.”

6. “If you are here on your husband’s visa,

there is help for you. But you have to ask for it”

Watch We Speak NYC
Respond to Domestic Violence
to find out what is going on.

Renata Erica Abdul Julie
(police officer) (Billy’s mother) (Billy’s grandfather) (Billy’s aunt)

Go to www.nyc.gov/WeSpeakNYC

Domestic violence is a crime. In New York City, everyone can get help.
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Lesson 14

Tell the Story

Use these words to tell a friend about Respond to Domestic Violence.

talk
b - trouble g h
[+ Grandpa
3" Mulher E @ g"

Violence Mm‘;"g Thank§ m
h I m;° mother

dangernus
uff‘cerhmq.rs I

Dﬂdd'.-r (1 h.n.ng c

I}everyone mwmrns

m Sfup want randfather
po Cliy kg Ray

s a e husband abuse “~

need

o
o
;]

nunl-

Find 5 family words.

Word picture: www.wordle.net/
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What You Can Say
If You Need Help

If you need help, you can say:
* | need help.

* | need information about
domestic violence.

* | want to talk to someone.
* lam being abused.

* Ineed an interpreter.
| speak

What You Can Say

To Help Someone

If you know someone who
needs help, you can say:

* What’s going on?

* Are you okay?

* Can you tell me what’s going on?
* What’s wrong?

* You can talk to me anytime.

° You are not alone.

* | need information about
domestic violence.

* | need an interpreter.
| speak

RESPOND TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE * 26
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What You Can Do
To Get Help

+ Call911in an emergency. You don’t need to speak English.
Ask for your language.
Say: Ispeak .

»  Call 311 for free, 24 hours a day. You don’t need to speak English.
Ask for your language.
Say: | speak .

«  Call the Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-621-4673.
Ask for an interpreter.
Say: | need an interpreter. | speak
Ask about emergency shelter for you and your children.

* Ifyou have a friend who needs help, talk to her and ask if
she’s okay. Help her get good advice. Call 311 for information.

+  Keep the victim safe. Don’t talk to the abuser before
talking to the victim.

« Go to a center. The New York City Family Justice Centers (FJCs)
provide civil legal, counseling and supportive services for
survivors of domestic violence, elder abuse and sex trafficking.

*  Learn more about these New York City resources for victims
of domestic violence:

www.safehorizon.org
www.nyc.gov/domesticviolence
www.sanctuaryforfamilies.org

If you are a victim of domestic violence,

you can get help. You are not alone.
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What You Can Do
To Learn More English

¥ Get together with friends who are learning English, too. Watch
We Speak NYC together. Do the exercises together.

¥ Read the story out loud with a friend—like actors on TV!
It’s a good way to learn.

¥ Go to your local public library. To find the nearest library, call 311
or go to www.nypl.org, www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org
or www.queenslibrary.org.

¢ If you have a high school diploma and want to improve your English
and start college, go to www.clip.cuny.edu or www.cuny.edu.

¥ Make a list of words and expressions you learned from
Respond to Domestic Violence.

Visit the We Speak NYC website.

* Read the Study Guides.

* Practice your English.

* Watch videos of all the episodes.

* Read about your favorite
characters!

www.nyc.gov/WeSpeakNYC


www.safehorizons.org
www.nyc.gov/domesticviolence
www.sanctuaryforfamilies.org
www.nypl.org
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org
www.queenslibrary.org
www.clip.cuny.edu
www.cuny.edu
www.nyc.gov/WeSpeakNYC

Dictionary: Translation of Key Words

Go to www.nyc.gov/We SpeakNYC to learn more.

English

|. abuse, to abuse

2. beat/hit/kick

3. domestic violence

4. emergency

5. emergency shelter

6. hotline

7. immigration papers

8. interpreters

9. safe, safety

10. victim

Espaiol

maltrato, maltratar

pegar/golpear/patear

violencia doméstica

emergencia

refugio para emergencias

linea de ayuda directa

papeles de inmigracion

intérpretes

a salvo, seguridad

victima
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Dear Erica

Write a letter to Billy’s mother.
Ask her a question.
Give her advice.

Tell her your story!

Dear Erica,

1

a D wN

©ONOOOAWN -

Answers

Page 13

Billy’s aunt

. Billy’s grandfather
. Billy’s mother

. Billy

. police officer

Page 14

sees

. is playing
. is worried

asks

thinks

must

doesn’t know

. suggests

go

=
o
>
@

©

©ON®OUA N E

Page 15

pages 2, 3,4

. pages 2, 3,11
. pages 1,2,3,11

page 4

. pages4,5,6,7,8

page 5
page 8
page 9

. page 11

Page 16

1

©O© O N~ wN

when someone is being

hurt by a family member or friend
. harm or hurt
. afraid

. doesn’t allow or permit

911
suggestions
immediately
mad

. without hope

Page 17

1

Sincerely yours,

o oDdwWwN
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easy

. hitting

. husband

. angry

. supposed to
. hopeless

WE SPEAK NYC * SEASON 1 WE SPEAK NYC * SEASON 1

Page 18

1
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crime
. abusing
help
let
money
. trouble
scared
. worry

Page 19

oo wNE

have to
. don’'t have to
. have to
. don’t have to
. don’'t have to
. don’t have to

Page 20

1

How old is Billy?

2. What is this play about?

3. What is wrong?

4. What am | supposed to do?

5. Can you tell me what is going on?

Page 21

1

Come here.

2. We're here for you.

3. What's wrong, Dad?

4. Can you tell me what's going on?
5. What am | supposed to do?

Page 23: Watch the show for these answers.

1

o U wN

Erica

. Abdul
. Renata
. Renata
. Erica

. Julie

Page 25: There are other correct answers.
mother, family, husband, aunt, daddy
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