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What is the power of a voice?

What is the meaning of democracy?

Shola’s Voice
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The Story: 
Shola’s Voice

Shola’s Voice is a drama. Dramas often have three parts.  
The parts are called “acts.” 

Act I
Act 1 is an introduction to the characters and the action. 

Act II
In Act 2, you learn more about the characters in  
Shola’s Voice and the problems they are facing.  

You meet new characters and situations.

Act III
Act 3 is the conclusion of the drama. Problems are often 

resolved in Act 3. In Act 3, Shola speaks to the world.  
Her voice is powerful.

The Story
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Local Voices with Keisha Khan
Shola is the housekeeper at a community TV station. She is cleaning the studio.

1 2

Keisha is the host of a program called Local Voices with Keisha Khan. 
Derin (in the white blouse) is in the waiting room. She will be a guest on  

the program. Keisha will interview Derin about important community topics.

5 6

Shola is dusting off Keisha’s interview table.  
Keisha is getting ready to start the interview. 

A camera person is going to adjust Keisha’s microphone.

Act I: Local Voices with Keisha Khan

7

3
4
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I am going  
over some notes. 

Me too!

I’m looking forward  
to the interview.

We will be ready
in five minutes,
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The TV director (wearing headphones) is in the TV control room. 
She’s ready to start recording.

Keisha begins her program with a little history.  
Derin and her assistant, Shinji, are listening to Keisha  

on the TV in the waiting room.

On the show, Keisha shows pictures of the historic events she is talking about.
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Roll cameras.

Good evening and
welcome to the show.

has passed through
a period of history 

unlike any other 
in recent memory.

A pandemic took the 
lives and livelihoods of 

friends, family, coworkers.

And there were peaceful 
Black Lives Matter protests. People of 
all races came together in the street 

with the vision of a better society.

New York City, like our 
country and our world,
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The Accident
Derin is waiting to go to the studio for the interview.  

Shinji offers Derin a cup of coffee. Oops!

Shola arrives and offers help.
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Oops!
Oops!
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I can’t do the interview 
wearing this.

Can we find a new  
blouse there?

Maybe,  
we have to  

do something.
Would you like 
to wear this?

Excuse me, 
I need your help.

I’ll be right back.

There’s a 
clothing boutique 
down the block…
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The Blouse 
Shola offers her blouse to Derin. Derin loves it. She is so grateful.

Keisha continues the opening of her show. She is talking to the camera. 
Derin enters the studio. Look what she is wearing!

The Interview Begins
Derin explains why she is running for City Council. Shola listens.
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The City Council passes bills 
that can improve the quality of life

of our families, our friends, 
our whole community.

On our program, we will 
introduce candidates—

the people running for office.

This is so beautiful.
Thank you!

Tell us… Why are you 
running for City Council?

Thank you, Keisha. 
It’s an honor  

to be on your show. 

Welcome, 
Derin.

What kind of people do you 
want to choose? The choice is 

in your hands, in your vote.

This has been an historic year. 
And this year, there will be 

an important election in our city.



SHOLA’S VOICE • 6 WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 3 

The Interview Continues
Derin talks about important issues. Shola is impressed.

Keisha encourages everyone to make a plan to vote.  
Shola hears her phone. She gets a text message.

35
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A Problem at School
There’s a problem at Shola’s son’s school. Shola runs out. 

Derin continues her interview.

Ding!
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That’s right. People in power 
will pay attention to us if we vote.

I tell them about 
early voting. 

You can vote early
by mail or in person. 

As a member of City Council, 
I will represent the needs
of our diverse community.

But what do you say to 
working people who say

they don’t have time to vote?

Jobs and job training, 
health care clinics, 
affordable housing, 

day care, playgrounds 
for our children…

Also, about the people 
who live in our community, 

I would like to tell you 
about the blouse  

I’m wearing…

Right. Everyone needs 
to make a plan to vote. 

The more people in  
our community who vote,  

the better it is.

We need a strong voice 
for immigrant needs.
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What Happens in Act I? 
Local Voices with Keisha Khan

•	 elections

•	 candidate

•	 problem

•	 spills

•	 by mail

•	 stain

•	 community

•	 in a hurry

•	 housing

•	 blouse

•	 watches

•	 issues

•	 interviews

•	 message 

•	 nervous

1.	� Shola is the housekeeper at a  TV station. 	

One of the programs at the station is called “Local  

Voices with Keisha Khan.” Keisha Khan is the host.  

She  candidates running for office in  

New York City .

2.	� One day, Keisha interviews a  for  

City Council named Derin Korkmaz. Derin wants to be  

a voice for immigrants. She is concerned about affordable  

, health care, job training and other .

3.	� Before the interview, Derin reviews her notes in a waiting room. Her  

assistant, Shinji, helps Derin. He gives her some coffee. But Derin is 

. She  the coffee on her blouse.  

It has a big coffee  .

4.	� Shola sees the stain on Derin’s . She offers a beautiful  

blue blouse for Derin to wear.

5.	� The interview begins. Derin is wearing Shola’s blouse. Shola  

the interview on a TV monitor.

6.	� In the interview, Derin talks about important issues. She also talks about  

early voting and voting . Shola is interested in Derin’s ideas.

7.	� Suddenly, Shola gets a text . There is a   

at her son’s school. Shola leaves .

community

interviews
elections
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Bullied at School
It’s almost midnight. Shola’s son, Tobi, is asleep on Shola’s lap.  

Shola’s sister, Eri, is there. Shola’s husband, Deji, arrives home from work.

Deji takes Tobi to bed. Then, they talk about the problem at school.

41
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Act II: Issues That Matter

Shola has important information  
and an idea for tomorrow.
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The parent coordinator 
is going to arrange a meeting 

with the counselor on Monday.

That’s good. 
What about tomorrow? 

I have to be at the restaurant by 11.

I’m going to take Tobi 
to work tomorrow.  
He likes the studio.

Eri, since you’ve been staying with us, 
did Tobi ever mention being bullied at school?

I’m going to take him 
to the bed.

No, he always 
seemed to like school.

What time did Deji say 
he would be home? 

He’s asleep.
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Say Hello to the World
Keisha pretends that Tobi is a guest on her talk show  

and Tobi is a candidate running for office.

Tobi is having fun in the interview. He likes it more than school.

Shola agrees. She in in the studio watching her son. Tobi loves this experience.

47
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Hello, world. I’m not running. 
I’m sitting at Ms. Keisha’s table. 

My name is Tobi, and I want  
to be mayor of The Bronx. 

Okay, Tobi, are you ready? 
Say hello to the world. 

Tell us who you are. 
What are you running for?

Well, if you want to be mayor, 
I think you should 
finish school first.

I like this job  
more than school.
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Ranked-Choice Voting
Keisha is interviewing another candidate for City Council.  

His name is Ken Song. Ken is explaining ranked-choice voting.

Ken shows an example of a ballot. Keisha adds more information.

Ken confirms Keisha’s information and gives more details. 
Tobi is listening carefully and taking notes.

1
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You see… 
the candidates’ names are here, 
and you fill in who you want first, 

second, third, fourth, and fifth.

Ken, how do you explain 
ranked-choice voting 

to our audience?

In the primary election— 
when you choose a nominee in  

your party— 
you can choose five candidates  

for each position.

Exactly. And  
ranked-choice voting  

is not only for City Council.  
It’s also for mayor  

and for the other offices— 
public advocate, comptroller  

and borough president.

Let me show you. 
I have an example 

of a ballot.

With ranked-choice voting, 
if a person’s first choice is not popular 

with a lot of people, maybe their second  
or third choice is popular and can win.

You rank your choices. 
Who do you like the most?  

That is your first choice. 
Who do you like after that?  
That is your second choice.
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60
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Deji is more concerned about getting his son ready for school. But…

Shola helps her son explain. Deji listens.

Five Mayors?!
Deji doesn’t know about ranked-choice voting.  

Tobi explains it to his father.

So, how does 
ranked-choice voting work?

Ah, you pick your 
five favorites. 

And you put them in order.

The one you like the most, 
you put as number one.  
That is your first choice.

Ranked-choice 
voting sounds good,  

but breakfast  
sounds better.

I don’t want  
to go to school.

And you’ve 
got to eat 

before school.

Not five mayors.  
Only one.

Five mayors?!
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Shola and Deji Support Their Son
Mom and Dad listen to their son.  

They understand him and they give him good advice.

But, Tobi tells his parents what the bully said.   
Mom and Dad have important words for Tobi.

68

64 65

69

1 67 1
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Go get your things
and then we’ll have 
breakfast together.

What he said is wrong. 
And we spoke with 

the teacher about it.

He said bad things 
about me. 

He said bad things  
about us.

He said we should 
go back to our country.

And I will be waiting for you  
when you come home.  

And I want to hear  
all about your day at school.

We understand how you feel, 
Tobi. But you are smart. 
And we can’t let bullies
stop us from learning.

We are going to speak 
with the teacher again 

to make sure.

That’s right.

But you need  
to go to school.
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A Meeting on the Street
Shola and Eri meet a campaign worker on the street. She tells them about 

registering to vote and a candidate for City Council. Look who it is!

Shola knows her. The campaign worker says that Derin can visit Shola’s home.

Eri explains why she is staying with her sister. They talk about important issues.  
Shola and Eri read about the issues and how to register to vote.

1

1
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It’s even smaller because 
I am staying there. 

Derin wants to do 
something about

health care and housing.

I met her where I work. 
She was doing  
an interview. 

I didn’t get to hear it all.

And here is some  
information about a great  

woman from our neighborhood 
running for City Council.

They’re doing renovation in my building. 
They found lead in paint  

that was peeling in my apartment.

Would you like me to arrange 
for her to come to your home?

Excuse me, are you 
registered to vote?

Lead is a serious issue. 

No, my home 
is very small.

I know her!

How do you register?

It’s easy.  
You can do it 

online or  
by mail.

That’s great! 
Where did you meet her? 
Did you hear her speak?
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The Meaning of Democracy
Shola talks with Deji about meeting Derin. 

Deji doesn’t want to do it. Shola tries to convince him.

Shola talks about democracy and the power of voting.  
 Deji is not convinced.

82
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79 1 81
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Politicians…  
I don’t know…  

They just want power.

Yeah, so? That is the 
reality we are dealing with.

We have such a small space,  
not enough room.

I don’t know, but I know 
she is from the community. 
And I know that she wants 

to listen. She wants to speak up 
for immigrants.

We have real problems. 
What can she do  

about our high rent?

Meeting her at home?
I don’t think so.

I’m not so sure.

We have power 
over them. 

That is democracy.

Why not?

That’s not true. 
We have power. 

The power to vote,  
to choose who we want 

to represent us.
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What Happens in Act II? 
Issues That Matter

•	 bullied

•	 mayor

•	 taking action

•	 staying

•	 represent

•	 ranked-choice

•	 registering

•	 City Council 

•	 voting 

•	 convince

•	 concerned

•	 counselor

1.	�� Shola is waiting at home for her husband, Deji. Her son, Tobi, is sleeping on  

her lap. Her sister, Eri, is  with them.

2.	� Deji comes home and puts Tobi to bed. Then, Deji, Shola and Eri talk  

about the problem at Tobi’s school. Tobi was  at school.  

The parent coordinator and the  will have a meeting  

about the problem. 

3.	� Shola takes Tobi to her work. In the TV studio, Keisha pretends to  

interview him. Tobi introduces himself to the camera. He says he wants  

to be  !

4.	� That afternoon, Keisha interviews 	

another candidate for

 . His name is  

Ken Song. Ken talks about  

ranked-choice  .  

Tobi watches the interview. He is very 

curious and excited to learn about it.

staying
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5.	� The next morning, Tobi tells his father about  voting.  

His father is preparing breakfast for Tobi. Tobi says he doesn’t want  

to go to school. 

6.	� Tobi’s mother and father talk with their son about the bullying problem.  

They understand how he feels. They are upset too, and they are

 to solve the problem. 

7.	� One day, Shola and Eri are walking 	  

on the street. They meet a campaign 

worker. She gives them information 

about  to vote.  

She is volunteering for Derin Korkmaz.  

Shola recognizes Derin. She met  

Derin at the TV station. She loaned 
Derin her blouse!

8.	� Eri tells the campaign worker about a problem with paint that is peeling in  

her apartment. The paint has lead in it. The campaign worker listens to Eri.  

Derin is  about problems like Eri is facing, such as  

health care and housing. The campaign worker says that Derin can visit  

Shola’s home to learn about their needs. 

9.	� That night, Shola tries to  her husband to meet the  

candidate at their home. Deji doesn’t like the idea. He doesn’t trust politicians. 

Shola disagrees with Deji. Shola talks with him about democracy.  

In a democracy, people have the power to choose who they want to

 them. 

loaned = give something to someone for a limited time;  
Shola loaned her blouse to Derin. Derin borrowed Shola’s blouse. 

lead = a poisonous metal

SHOLA’S VOICE • 16 WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 3 WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 3 16 • SHOLA’S VOICE



17 • SHOLA’S VOICE WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 3 

My Name Is...
Shola is alone in the studio. She sees the camera and gets an idea.

Shola continues her speech. She doesn’t know that  
Keisha is in the control room watching her.

She takes a seat in Keisha’s chair. She has important ideas on her mind.

90 91
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Act III: Shola Finds Her Voice

…like paint that is peeling  
in old buildings, asthma,  
high rent, other issues…

We need to choose people  
who can make changes 

in our community, 
solve problems…

I’m not running for office.  
I am not trying to win your vote.

But I want to say, 
voting is important. 

Democracy is important.

It gives us the power 
to choose our leaders.

This is amazing!

My name is Shola Olatunji.  
I’m an immigrant.
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It’s Our Program
Keisha replays Shola’s speech. The camera was on.  

Her speech was recorded!

Keisha has an idea. She wants everyone to hear Shola’s voice.

Shola is not sure.

97
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94 1 96
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It’s our program.Oh, no. I don’t think 
that is such a good idea. 

It’s your program.

What do you say?

That was amazing, 
Shola.

Hmm…
I don’t know.

I want to show this 
on my program. 
I want everyone 

to hear your voice.
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99 100 101

105 106

Shola enters the room.  
She picks up the TV remote control and asks a question.

What Do You Want to Watch?
A few days later… The family is having fun at home.  

They are playing foosball.

102 1 104

Yes, let’s see who 
Ms. Keisha is 
interviewing.

What about your 
channel, Mama?

What do you want 
to watch?

Tobi, are you sure?

GOAL!!
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A Special Guest
Local Voices with Keisha Khan is starting.

Deji is not excited. Keisha introduces a special guest.

Look who it is! The family is shocked.

109
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WOW!
WOW!
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In fact, I gave her my seat  
for this occasion. 

Let’s watch.

She’s a very important 
person in the community 

of our station.

In fact, my guest  
is not a candidate  

and is not really a guest.  
She works here.

I have been interviewing 
candidates in the 

upcoming election. But today, 
I have a very special guest.

My name is Shola Olatunji.  
I’m an immigrant.

Good evening and 
welcome to the show.
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moved = very emotional

Shola’s Voice
Shola introduces herself.  

She has some important things to say about democracy.

Deji is impressed. He is full of respect for his wife. Shola continues her speech…

Eri is captivated. Tobi is so proud of his mother. Deji is even prouder.  
They are very moved.

115 116
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But I want to say, 
voting is important. 

Democracy is important.

…like paint that is peeling 
in old buildings, asthma, 
high rent, other issues.

It gives us the power 
to choose our leaders.

I’m not running for office.  
I am not trying to win your vote.

We need to choose people 
who can make changes in our 
community, solve problems…
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The Vaccine Against Ignorance and Hate
Shola talks about something that affected her family 

 in a deeply hurtful way.

Shola talks about the need to end the spread of hate.

Education is part of the solution.  
Getting involved in the democratic process is also essential.

122 1

120 1

124 125 126
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…because some parents 
educate their kids 

with wrong information  
about immigrants.

Part of that education is learning about 
the candidates and the election.

I believe that education
is the vaccine for 

that disease.

We also need a 
vaccine against hate.

My son was bullied 
at school...

There is a vaccine 
against coronavirus.
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Our Home
New York City is home to people from all over the world. 

Shola has a universal message. It is a vision of unity.

She warms everyone’s heart and brings a smile to everyone’s face.

132
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I believe we can 
make it better.

This is our home.

Everyone all 
over the world 

knows New York, 
and we live here.
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The Blouse Returns
The family is getting ready for a visitor. Guess who’s coming! 

It’s Derin Korkmaz and they have important questions to ask her.

Shola enters wearing something special.  
Where have you seen her blouse before?

Tobi is eager to participate in democracy!

1
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137 1 139

24 • SHOLA’S VOICE WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 3 

I’m going to ask if 
she likes my blouse…

I’m going to ask why 
she thinks I should vote 

for her, and what she can do  
to support your school.

I’m going to ask who she likes 
for mayor and borough president 

and her ideas for affordable housing  
and health care.

…and why I should
vote for her.

Baba, what are you 
going to say to her?

You have 
a little time.

I want to vote. 
But I haven’t decided 

my choices yet.
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What Happens in Act III?
Shola Finds Her Voice

•	 vote

•	 shocked

•	 video

•	 speech

•	 program

•	 alone 

•	 solve

•	 embarrassed 

•	 vaccine

•	 wearing

•	 proud

•	 choose

•	 questions

•	 education

•	 guest

1.	� Shola is  in the studio. She sees Keisha’s seat. It is empty.  

Shola moves toward it and sits down. She faces the camera. She gathers  
her thoughts and begins to talk. First, she introduces herself. Then, she  

talks about democracy and the importance of voting. She says we need 

to  people who can  problems. Shola doesn’t 

know that the camera is on. Keisha is upstairs in the control room watching her.

2.	� Keisha plays the  	

for Shola. Shola watches herself.  

She is , but Keisha 

says that Shola’s  is 

amazing. Keisha wants to play Shola’s 

speech on her program. She asks 

Shola’s opinion. Shola is not sure.

3.	� A few days letter, Tobi, Deji and Eri are playing a game called foosball  

in the living room. Shola walks in and turns on the TV. She turns on  

Keisha’s  .

4.	� The program is starting. Keisha says that she has a special  

— someone who works at the station. Guess who it is!

alone

choose solve
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5.	� The family is . 	  

The guest is Shola! Shola introduces 

herself. She talks about democracy. 

She talks about issues that matter.  

She says that her son was bullied at 

school. We need a  

against hate, says Shola. She says that 

 is the vaccine to 

stop hate. 

6.	� Everyone is glued to the TV. Tobi is  of his mother.  

Deji is prouder. They all hug.

7.	� A few days later, Deji, Tobi and Eri are talking about the election.  

They are preparing  to ask the candidate, Derin Korkmaz.  

Derin is coming to their home! 

8.	� Shola enters the kitchen. She is 	  

 her blue blouse.  

It’s the same blouse that Shola loaned 

Derin for the interview.

9.	� They talk about voting. Tobi wants 

to  too. Everyone 

smiles. 

find your voice = learn how to express yourself 
gather your thoughts = collect your ideas; think about what you want to say

glued to the TV = pay close attention to what is happening on TV
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1.	� My name is .  I am a 

housekeeper at a community TV station.   

I am married and have one son. My husband’s 

name is Deji. And my son’s name is Tobi.

	� I believe that democracy is important. I believe 

voting is important. We need to elect—to 

choose—people who can solve problems.  

It’s important to pay attention to the ideas of  

the candidates—the people running for office.  

It is important to get involved and to advocate 

for our needs. 

Who We Are
Complete the sentences. Follow the example.

Tobi • Shinji • Derin • Shola • Ken
Eri • Keisha • Pina • Deji

Shola

get involved = participate and take action
advocate = speak up for; voice your 
opinion in support of something 

politics = activities related to government
convince = persuade; get someone to 
agree with you

2.	� My name is .  I am married 

to Shola. She wants me to get involved with 

politics. I’m not so interested, but maybe I can 

change. Maybe Shola can convince me with  

the power of her voice.
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Activity 1

4.	� My name is .  I am the host of 

a TV program called “Local Voices with Keisha 

Khan” at Bronx Public TV. Bronx Public TV is 

a community TV station. It gives voice to my 

diverse community. Now is election season and  

I am interviewing the candidates running for 

office. I welcome everyone’s voice on my show!

3.	� My name is .  I am Shola’s and 

Deji’s son. I teach my father about ranked-choice 

voting. I want to be mayor, but I don’t want to go 

to school. There is a bully there. My parents are 

taking action.

ranked-choice voting = voting for 
candidates in order of preference
bully = (n) someone who is hurtful and 
makes you afraid; (v) to intimidate

gives voice to = speaks up for,  
advocates for
diverse community = a community 
with people who have many different 
backgrounds and ways of life
interviewing = asking questions in a formal 
conversation to learn about the person
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7.	�� My name is .  I am a candidate 

for City Council, too. Keisha invites me on  

her show to talk about ranked-choice voting.  

I’m excited to talk about it with her.

6.	� My name is .  I am Derin’s 

assistant. I help her schedule meetings and 

manage her daily routine.

schedule meetings = to arrange the time 
and date of meetings
daily routine = daily activities

5.	� My name is .  I am running  

for City Council. Keisha interviews me on her  

TV program. Keisha asks why I want to be on the 

City Council. The City Council passes bills that 

can improve the quality of life. As a member of 

City Council, I will represent the needs of our 

diverse community.

running for = seeking a political position  
in an election
City Council = the legislative branch of  
a city government (see page 32)
bills = proposals for laws which are voted 
on in the legislature (see page 32)
quality of life = your health and well-being
represent = to speak for your interests  
and needs
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9.	�� My name is .  I am a campaign 

worker. I volunteer for Derin’s campaign. Derin 

wants to be the best City Council member 

she can be. She cares about issues that are 

important to my community. I encourage people 

to register and to vote.

8.	�� My name is .  I am Shola’s 

sister. There is lead in the paint in my apartment 

and it is peeling. I’m staying with Shola and her 

family while the problem is being fixed. I am 

grateful for Shola’s help and support.

campaign worker = someone who works 
for a candidate to help them get elected
volunteer = to work without pay, often to 
help someone or a community in need
issues = topics and problems related to 
those topics

lead = a poisonous metal 
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Activity 2

Where Is It?
Find these things in the story.  

Write the page number(s). Follow the example.

1.	 headphones	  

2.	 ambulance	  

3.	 American flag	  

4.	 coffee stain	  

5.	 dragonfly blouse	  

6.	 text message	  

7.	 campaign flyer	  

8.	 foosball game	  

pages 3, 5, 9, 10

page

page

pages

pages

page

pages

pages

headphones

headphones
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Activity 3

Talking about City Council  
and Issues that Matter

Definitions I
Find the meaning. Follow the example.

1.	 City Council

2.	 bill

3.	 quality of life

4.	 represent

5.	 affordable 

6.	 pay attention 

7.	 early voting

8.	 vote 

	� something you can afford; have 

enough money for

	� listen carefully

	� the legislature in New York City with 51 

members who propose and pass bills

	� cast a ballot for the candidate of your 

choice in an election

	� voting before election day

	� health and well-being; standard  

of living

	� act as a spokesperson for (a voice for) 

the people who live in your district

	� a proposal for a law related to health 

care, education, public safety or  

any other issue

1

The City Council is the name of the legislature (the branch of government that makes laws) 
in New York City. It has 51 districts (areas). Each City Council member represents one district. 
Members of City Council propose and pass bills that affect the quality of life in New York City.
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Activity 4

Talking about City Council 
and Issues that Matter

Complete the sentences. Follow the example.

 
• early voting 

• �pay attention

• bills

• voice

• represent

• vote

• City Council

• �quality of life

• affordable

Keisha: 	 Tell us why you are running for (1) ?

Derin:	 �The City Council passes (2)  that can  

improve the (3)  of our families, our friends,  

our whole community. As a member of City Council, I will  

(4)  the needs of our diverse community.  

Jobs and job training, health care clinics, (5)  

housing, day care, playgrounds for our children… 

Keisha: 	� We need a strong (6)  for immigrant needs.  

But what do you say to working people who say they don’t have  

time to vote?

Derin: 	� I tell them about (7)  . You can vote early  

by mail or in person. 

Keisha: 	� Right. Everyone needs to make a plan to (8)  .  

The more people in our community who vote, the better it is for  

our community.

Derin: 	 That’s right. People in power will (9)  to us if we vote.

City Council
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Activity 5

Talking about  
Ranked-Choice Voting 

Definitions II
Find the meaning. Follow the example.

1.	 audience  

2.	 candidate 

3.	 run for 

4.	 primary

5.	 rank  

6.	 ballot 

7.	 choice 

8.	 popular 

9.	 mayor 

	� the chief executive in city government

	 selection

	 put in order of preference

	� a form you fill out in an election;  

a voting form

	 having many supporters

	 seek election for a political office

	� the people who watch a TV show  

or other performance

	� an election for the nominees of  

a political party who will run in the 

general election*

	� a person running for a political office 

(political position)

1

*�There are primary elections and general 
elections. A primary election happens  
before the general election. 

�The purpose of a primary election is to 
elect candidates for the political parties  
in the general election. 

A candidate who wins a primary election is 
called a nominee. Nominees run against  
each other in the general election. The 
general election happens in November.

In New York City, ranked-choice voting is 
used in primary elections.
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Activity 6

Talking about  
Ranked-Choice Voting

Complete the sentences. Follow the example.

Keisha: 	� Ken, how do you explain ranked-choice voting to our (1) ?

Ken Song: �That is a good question, Keisha. In the (2)  election—

when you choose a nominee in your party—you can choose five  

(3)  for each position. You (4)  

your choices. Who do you like the most? That is your first choice. Who do 

you like after that? That is your second choice. Let me show you. I have an 

example of a (5)  . You see… the candidates’ names 

are here, and you fill in who you want first, second, third, fourth, and fifth.

Keisha: 	� I see. So, you are (6)  for City Council. If you are  

my first choice, I put you in the number one place.

Ken: 	� But if you like me, but I am not your first choice, you can put me as  

your second (7)  . I like that, too.

Keisha: 	� Yes, because with ranked-choice voting, if a person’s first choice is  

not (8)  with a lot of people, maybe their second  

or third choice is popular and can win.

Ken: 	� Exactly. And ranked-choice voting is not only for City Council.  

It’s also for (9)  and for the other offices— 

public advocate, comptroller and borough president. 

audience

public advocate = the person in City 
government who oversees the work of  
City agencies to make sure they serve the 
needs of people

comptroller = the chief financial officer of  
a city or state
borough president = the chief executive of  
a borough 

 mayor • ballot • popular • running • rank  
 audience • candidates • primary • choice
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Activity 7

Talking about Democracy 
Definitions III

Find the meaning. Follow the example.

1.	 choose 

2.	 community 

3.	 speak up 

4.	 represent 

5.	 high rent 

6.	 democracy 		   

7.	 dealing with 

	� raise your voice in support of 

something

	� a system of government in which  

the leaders are chosen by the people 

in free elections

	 expensive rent

	 select 

	 facing a problem to try to solve it

	� act as a representative or a 

spokesperson

	� people who live in the same area or 

have other characteristics in common

1

36 • SHOLA’S VOICE WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 3 



37 • SHOLA’S VOICE WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 3 

Activity 8

Talking about Democracy
Complete the sentences. Follow the example.

 speak up • choose • dealing with • high rent • community

Deji:	 Meeting her at home? I don’t think so.

Shola:	� Why not?

Deji:	 We have such a small space … not enough room.

Shola:	 Yeah, so? That is the reality we are (1)  .

Deji:	� Right, reality. We have real problems. What can she do about  

our (2) ?

Shola:	 �I don’t know. But I know she is from the (3)  . 

And I know that she wants to listen. She wants to  

(4)  for immigrants.

Deji:	 Politicians… I don’t know. They just want power.

Shola:	� That’s not true. We have power… the power to vote, to  

(5)  who we want to represent us.  

We have power over them. That is democracy.

dealing with
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A tree has branches. In English, we say that a government has branches, 

too. A democracy has three branches: executive, legislative and 

judicial. The branches are the same for local (town or city), state and 

federal (national) government. 

The executive branch has the chief executive. In a city, the chief executive 

is often called mayor. In a state, the chief executive is called the governor. 

The chief executive of the U.S. federal (national) government is called the 

president. The chief executive sets national goals and policies in regard to 

the economy, health care, education and other issues. The chief executive 

appoints leaders of departments or agencies that work to achieve the 

goals and implement these policies. If a bill is passed in the legislative 

branch (see below), the chief executive can sign it. If the chief executive 

signs it, the bill becomes a law. 

Talking about Democracy 

Legislative

Judicial

Executive
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Activity 9

Branches of Government
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The legislative branch is made up of representatives who propose, 

discuss and vote on bills related to the economy, health care, education, 

security and many other topics. If a bill is passed in the legislature (where 

the representatives work), the chief executive can sign it and the bill 

becomes a law. In NYC, the legislature is called City Council. In New York 

State, the legislature has two groups—the state assembly and the state 

senate. In the federal government, the legislature also has two groups— 

the House of Representatives and the Senate.

The judicial branch is the justice system. At the heart of the justice 

system are the courts. There are civil and criminal courts.  

The three branches of government in an effective democracy check and 

balance each other so no branch becomes too powerful. 

How A Bill Becomes A Law:  
wespeaknyc.cityofnewyork.
us/wp-content/
uploads/2020/03/How-A-
Bill-Becomes-A-Law.pdf

How A City Government 
Works: 
wespeaknyc.cityofnewyork.
us/wp-content/
uploads/2020/03/How-A-
City-Government-Works1.pdf

Visit the Civic Maps on the WSNYC website to learn more about  

the branches of government in NYC, who they are and what they do:

Leg
isla

tiv
e

Jud
icia

l

Exe
cut

ive

Activity 9

1

2
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Activity 10

Talking about Democracy:
Who Does What?  

Write the branch of government that does each action.  
Follow the example.

1.	� lead the direction of the government; create	   

the policy for employment, health care,  

education, housing, security and other matters

2.	 propose bills	

3.	� debate the cost and benefits of bills and vote 	  

on them

4.	� sign a bill that has been passed so it becomes 	  

a law

5.	� determine the legality of a bill passed by the 	  

legislature and signed into a law by the executive 

6.	 appoint the leaders of departments and agencies	

7.	 conduct criminal and civil trials with a judge and jury 	

executive legislative judicial

executive

a bill = a proposal for a law related to  
health care, education, public safety or  
any other issue

propose a bill = to present a bill in 
the legislature (in the City Council, for 
example) for debate and voting on by the 
representatives  

debate = discuss a topic and present your 
opinion about it

determine the legality = to figure out if 
something is legal or not legal

conduct a trial = to go through the process 
of a trial
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Activity 11

Good Question
Keisha Khan Interviews  

Derin Korkmaz
You are Keisha. You ask Derin some good questions about  

City Council and voting. Follow the example.

1.	 You are Keisha:  Ask Derin why she is running for City Council.   

	

2.	 You are Keisha:  Ask Derin what she says to encourage busy people to vote.  

	

3.	 You are Keisha:  Ask Derin about methods of voting. 

	

4.	� You are Keisha:  Ask Derin, in simple terms, how she will represent the  

needs of immigrants.

	

5.	 You are Keisha:  Ask Derin about the source of her blouse.

	

Why are you running for City Council?

Why are you running  
for City Council?

What are your 
plans for helping 

immigrants?

What are
different ways

to vote? 

Where did 
you get that 

beautiful 
blouse?

What do you say to 
working people who say 

they don’t have time to vote?
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Activity 12

What is ranked-choice voting and how does it work?

Good Question II
Ranked-Choice Voting

You are Keisha. You ask Ken Song good questions about  
ranked-choice voting. Follow the example.

1.	 You are Keisha: Ask Ken to explain ranked-choice voting.

	

2.	 You are Keisha: Ask Ken the number of candidates you can choose.

	

3.	 You are Keisha: Ask Ken what people gain from ranked-choice voting.

	

4.	 You are Keisha: Ask Ken when ranked-choice voting is used.

	

These are 
good questions, 

Keisha. 

How many 
candidates can 

you choose?

Which elections 
use ranked-choice 

voting?

What are the 
benefits of ranked-

choice voting?
What is

ranked-choice voting 
and how does it work?
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Activity 13

Good Question III
A Special Guest

You are Shola’s family. Derin comes to visit your home.  
You ask her good questions. Follow the example.

1.	 You are Shola: Ask Derin to give you reasons for voting for her.

	

2.	 You are Eri: Ask Derin her thoughts about making health care affordable.

	

3.	 You are Deji: Ask Derin what she can do to help tenants like him with high rent.

	

4.	 You are Eri: Ask Derin who she wants for mayor and borough president.

	

5.	 You are Tobi: Ask Derin when you will be old enough to be eligible to vote.

	

6.	 You are Eri: Ask Derin’s campaign volunteer about ways of registering to vote.

	

7.	 You are Shola: Ask Derin if she likes her blouse.

	

Why should I vote for you?

Do you like  
my blouse?

Why should I  
vote for you?

What can you  
do about my  

high rent?

How can I  
register to vote?Who do you support 

for mayor and borough 
president? 

How old do I have  
to be to vote?

What are your  
ideas for affordable  

health care?
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Activity 14

What Can You Say  
about Bullying? 

You are Tobi’s parents. Your son was bullied at school.  
You are taking action to support him, and you are letting him  

know that you are there for him. What can you say?

1.	 You are Shola. Tell your son that you understand his feelings.

	

2.	 �You are Shola. Remind your son that he is intelligent and that education  

is important.

	

3.	 You are Deji: Say that the bully’s words are not appropriate.

	

4.	 �You are Deji and Shola: Let your son know that you are taking action  

about the problem.

	

5.	 You are Shola. Let your son know that you will be there for him after school.

	

I understand how you feel.

We are speaking 
with the teacher 

about the problem.

You are smart 
and we can’t let bullies 
stop us from learning.

I understand
how you feel.

I will be waiting for you 
when you come home,  
and I want to hear all 

about your day at school.

What he 
said is wrong.
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Activity 15

What Can You Say  
about Democracy?

You are Shola. You are not running for office but you have some  
important things you want to say about yourself and democracy.

1.	 You are Shola. Let people know that you come from another country.

	

2.	 You are Shola. Tell people why voting is important.

	

	

3.	 You are Shola. Talk about the issues that are important to you.

	

	

4.	� You are Shola. Make a connection between stopping the coronavirus  

and the illness of racism.

	

	

I am an immigrant.

We need to choose people
who can solve problems,
like paint that is peeling 
in old buildings, asthma,  

high rent, and other issues.

There is a vaccine 
against coronavirus.  

We also need
a vaccine against hate.

I am an 
immigrant. It gives us the 

power to choose 
our leaders.
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Activity 16

What Can You Do?
Match the problem with the best solution. Follow the example. 

Problem

1.	�  	� You just became a citizen  
and you want to vote. 

2.	�  	� You want to vote but you  
are not sure where to do it.

3.	�  	� You are afraid that you  
might not have time to vote  
on Election Day.

4.	�  	� There is a problem with 
bullying in your child’s school.

5.	�  	� You live in an old building  
and the paint is peeling.

6.	�  	� You want to vote but you are 
not sure if you are eligible. 

Solution

A.	� Go to findmypollsite.vote.nyc  
Put in your address and zip code.  
This will give you the address where 
you can vote in person.

B.	� Speak with your child’s teacher, 
counselor, and parent coordinator. 
Talk with them about the problem. 
Ask them what they will do to solve 
the problem. Make a plan together  
to follow up. Also, go to this website 
to learn about ways to stop bullying 
and to support your child:  
www.stopbullying.gov

C.	� Go to vote.nyc/page/voter-
qualifications to learn about your 
eligibility to vote. If you are eligible, 
register and make a plan to vote. If 
you are not eligible, your voice is still 
important. Talk with your friends, your 
family and community members 
about the issues that matter to you. 
You can attend community meetings 

and participate in all activities related 
to the well-being of your community. 
Your voice is important and powerful 
whether or not you are eligible to vote.

D.	� You can vote early. Go to this website 
to find your early voting location: 
findmypollsite.vote.nyc/ You can 
also vote by mail with an absentee 
ballot. To get an absentee ballot, go 
to this website: nycabsentee.com

E.	 �Find out how to register at:  
www.voting.nyc. After you register, 
make a plan to vote.

F.	� Speak with the landlord about the 
peeling paint. If they do not fix it, call 
311 about the problem. You can file a 
complaint with 311, too. To learn more 
about lead poisoning and how to 
prevent it, go to: www1.nyc.gov/site/
doh/health/health-topics/lead-
poisoning-prevention.page

E
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Activity 17

Watch the Show  
Who Says It? (I)

Watch Shola’s Voice. Listen carefully. Find out who says these lines.

Who says it? 

1.	 Any time you’re ready, boss.	

2.	 I’ll try.	

3.	� As an immigrant myself, I believe we need 	  

a strong voice for immigrant needs— 

adult education, living wages, affordable  

health care.

4.	 I want to be a voice for immigrants.	

	 Derin	 the director	 Keisha	 Shinji

the director
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Activity 18

Watch the Show  
Who Says It? (II)

Watch Shola’s Voice. Listen carefully. Find out who says these lines.

Who says it? 

1.	� He normally tells me what he did during 	  

the day, but not the last few days.

2.	 That’s a good question, Keisha.	

3.	 These are my choices.	

4.	� This way you don’t put all your eggs 	  

in one basket.

5.	� If you put all eggs in one basket and the 	  

basket falls, all the eggs can break.

6.	� You can teach your class about 	  

ranked-choice voting.

7.	 He has asthma and the dust was awful.	

8.	� They cause rents to go up and take 	  

public space, too.

	 Pina	 Shola	 Ken

	 Tobi	 Eri	 Keisha	 Deji

Deji
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Activity 19

Watch the Show  
Who Says It? (III)

Watch Shola’s Voice. Listen carefully. Find out who says these lines.

Who says it? 

1.	 I think she stepped out.	

2.	 I’ll go with you, just give me a minute.	

3.	 I didn’t know you were here.	

4.	� I’ll play the winner. Just tell me when	  

you are finished. 

5.	� See what happens when you don’t	  

pay attention. 

	 Deji	 the	 the production 
		  cameraperson	 assistant

	 Eri	 Shola

the production assistant
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Activity 20

Watch the Show 
What’s Going On?

What do you think is going on in this picture?

Watch We Speak NYC • Shola’s Voice  
to find out what is going on. 

Go to www.nyc.gov/WeSpeakNYC 
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A
ctivity 21

Tell the Story
This is a Word Cloud. The words in the Word Cloud  are from Shola’s Voice. 

Word picture: www.wordle.net/

WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 351 • SHOLA’S VOICE

Activity 21

https://www.wordle.net
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Activity 21

Tell the Story
Use words in the World Cloud on page 51 to create  

 or summarize the story of Shola’s Voice.

Before you watch Shola’s Voice, choose words from the Word Cloud  
to create a story. 

In your story, include characters (people), settings (places and times)  

and plot (action with a problem and solution). Write your story here:

After you watch Shola’s Voice, use words from the Word Cloud to write  
a summary or tell a friend about what happens in the video.
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Activity 21

Words in the Cloud I
Look for words in the World Cloud (page 51) to complete this chart. 

1. 	 Find 5 (or more) names.

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.

	 4.

	 5.

	

2. 	� Find 6 family words. 

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.

	 4.

	 5.

	 6.

3. 	 �Find 3 (or more) issues that are 
important for the quality of life.

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.

	 4.

	 5.

4. 	� Find 5 political offices (positions) 
in NYC government.

	 1.

	 2.

	 3.

	 4.

	 5.

5. 	� Find the part of city government 
that passes bills.

	

6. 	 �Find the word for a person who 
runs for office in an election.

	

7. 	 �Find the only borough in NYC  
that is on the mainland of the 
United States of America.

	

8. 	 �Find the method of voting when 
you rank your choices in order  
of preference.
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Activity 21

Words in the Cloud II
Find the words in the  
Word Cloud (page 51) to  
complete these sentences.

1.	  makes children feel unsafe.

2.	� The words in her  were so powerful that she  

inspired everyone to take action.

3.	� A  gives you immunity (protection) from getting  

an illness.

4.	� In the , the candidate answered questions  

about her plans for affordable housing, health care and other issues.

5.	� In a , people have the power to 

 their leaders and representatives.

6.	 Ranked-choice voting is used in  elections in NYC.

7.	 You need to  before you can vote.

8.	�   voting and voting by   

are two ways of voting if you cannot vote in person on Election Day.

9.	�   is the name of an anti-racist movement for  

equal justice for people of African descent.

10.	� Your  refers both to the sound you make when  

you speak and your unique point of view.
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Activity 22

Shola’s Voice, Your Voice
Imagine you are Shola. You are 

sitting in a chair in front of a TV 

camera during an election season.   

You have a rare opportunity to 

speak your mind to a TV audience. 

What issues are affecting your  
life and the well-being of your 
family and your community?  
What is really important to you?

Before you speak to the camera, brainstorm a list of the five most important 

changes or improvements you want to happen in your community, the country  

and/or the world. Here are some possible issues to talk about. Which ones  
matter to you? What specific changes or improvements do you want?

•	 education
•	 health care
•	 housing
•	 jobs and the economy

•	 the environment
•	 public safety
•	 community relations
•	 other issues

Make a list of specific changes and improvements you want to see related to  

these or other issues.

1.	

2.	

3.	

4.	

5.	

My… My name is Shola Olatunji.
I’m an immigrant. 

I’m not running for office. 
I am not trying to win your vote.

But I want to say…
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Activity 22

Shola’s Voice, Your Voice 

You are Shola. Use your notes from the previous page about issues that are 

important to you, and write what you want to say to the world in the space below: 

56 • SHOLA’S VOICE WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 3 



57 • SHOLA’S VOICE WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 3 

What You Can Do to Learn  
More about Democracy and Voting

Visit www.voting.nyc to learn more 
about voting in New York City and  
New York State elections. 

Get information about: 

	 Registering to vote

	 Where to vote

	 Voting early

	 Voting by mail

	 Ranked-choice voting

	 The purpose of primary elections

	� The differences between primary, 

general and special elections

	� The candidates running for office

	 Lots more

The League of Women Voters (LWV) 
is a non-partisan (not affiliated with a 

political party) organization with a long 

history of commitment to voting rights. 

Do not be tricked by the name. LWV 

grew out of the suffrage movement 

(the movement for the right of women 

to vote) in the early 1900s, but it is not 

only for women! Visit The League of 

Women Voters to learn more about 

democracy and voting: www.lwv.org

From the LWV website: 

“�The League of Women Voters 
encourages informed and active 
participation in government, 
works to increase understanding 
of major public policy issues, 
and influences public policy 
through education and advocacy. 
The League of Women Voters 
Education Fund works to register 
voters, provide voters with 
election information through 
voter guides as well as candidate 
forums and debates. We envision 
a democracy where every person 
has the desire, the right, the 
knowledge and the confidence  
to participate.”

Fair Fight is the name 

of an organization 

fighting to protect  

the freedom to vote. 

Visit the Fair Fight 

website to learn more:  

fairfight.com

Get information and learn more about 
federal (national) elections here: 
www.usa.gov/voting

https://www.nycvotes.org
https://www.lwv.org
https://fairfight.com
https://www.usa.gov/voting
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What You Can Do 
to Prevent and Respond to Bullying

Visit these websites to learn about  
preventing and responding to bullying:  

www.stopbullying.gov 

For teachers: 

Visit edutopia.org to find resources 

on bullying prevention and topics 

related to social-emotional 

learning and innovative practices 

in education.
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Dictionary: Translations of Key Words
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Go to www.nyc.gov/WeSpeakNYC to learn more.
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Dictionary: Translations of Key Words
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Go to www.nyc.gov/WeSpeakNYC to learn more.

 

       
   

WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 3 64 • SHOLA’S VOICE

https://wespeaknyc.cityofnewyork.us


Activity 1

65 • SHOLA’S VOICE WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 3 65 • SHOLA’S VOICE

Answers
What Happens in Act I:  
Local Voices with Keisha Khan

1.	� community, interviews, 
elections

2.	 candidate, housing, issues
3.	 nervous, spills, stain
4.	 blouse
5.	 watches
6.	 by mail
7.	 message, problem, in a hurry

What Happens in Act II:  
Issues that Matter

1.	 staying
2.	 bullied, counselor
3.	 mayor
4.	� City Council, voting
5.	 ranked-choice
6.	 taking action
7.	 registering
8.	 concerned
9.	� convince, represent

What Happens in Act III: 
Shola Finds Her Voice

1.	 alone, choose, solve
2.	 video, embarrassed, speech
3.	 program
4.	 guest
5.	 shocked, vaccine, education
6.	 proud
7.	 questions
8.	 wearing
9.	 vote 

Who We Are
1.	 Shola
2.	 Deji
3.	 Tobi
4.	 Keisha
5.	 Derin
6.	 Shinji
7.	 Ken
8.	 Eri
9.	 Pina

Where Is It?
1.	 pages 3, 5, 9, 10
2.	 page 3
3.	 page 3
4.	 pages 4, 5
5.	 pages 4, 5, 6, 24
6.	 page 6
7.	 pages 13, 24
8.	 pages 19, 20, 22

Definitions I: Talking about City 
Council and Issues that Matter

1.	� the legislature in New York 
City with 51 members who 
propose and pass bills 

2.	� a proposal for a law related 
to health care, education, 
public safety or any other 
issue

3.	� health and well-being; 
standard of living

4.	� act as a spokesperson for  
(a voice for) the people who 
live in your district 

5.	� something you can afford; 
have enough money for

6.	 listen carefully
7.	 voting before election day
8.	� cast a ballot for the 

candidate of your choice in 
an election

Talking about City Council  
and Issues that Matter

1.	 City Council
2.	 bills
3.	 quality of life
4.	 represent
5.	 affordable
6.	 voice
7.	 early voting
8.	 vote
9.	 pay attention

Definitions II:  
Talking about  
Ranked-Choice Voting

1.	� the people who watch a TV 
show or other performance

2.	� a person running for a 
political office (political 
position)

3.	� seek election for a political 
office

4.	� an election for the nominees 
of a political party who will 
run in the general election

5.	 put in order of preference
6.	� a form you fill out in an 

election; a voting form
7.	 selection
8.	 having many supporters
9.	� the chief executive in city 

government

Talking about  
Ranked-Choice Voting

1.	 audience
2.	 primary
3.	 candidates
4.	 rank
5.	 ballot
6.	 running
7.	 choice
8.	 popular
9.	 mayor

Definitions III:  
Talking about Democracy

1.	 select
2.	� people who live in the 

same area or have other 
characteristics in common 

3.	� raise your voice in support  
of something

4.	� act as a representative or  
a spokesperson 

5.	 expensive rent
6.	� a system of government  

in which the leaders are 
chosen by the people in  
free elections 

7.	� facing a problem to try to 
solve it 

Talking about Democracy
1.	 dealing with
2.	 high rent
3.	 community
4.	 speak up
5.	 choose

Talking about Democracy: 
Branches of Government

1.	 executive
2.	 legislative
3.	 legislative
4.	 executive
5.	 judicial
6.	 executive
7.	 judicial

Good Question I: Keisha Khan 
Interviews Derin Korkmaz

1.	� Why are you running for  
City Council?

2.	� What do you say to working 
people who say they don’t 
have time to vote?

WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 3 



Activity 1

SHOLA’S VOICE • 66 WE SPEAK NYC • SEASON 3 SHOLA’S VOICE • 66 

3.	� What are different ways  
to vote?

4.	� What are your plans for 
helping immigrants?

5.	� Where did you get that 
beautiful blouse?

Good Question II:  
Ranked-Choice Voting

1.	� What is ranked-choice 
voting and how does it work?

2.	� How many candidates can 
you choose?

3.	� What are the benefits of 
ranked-choice voting?

4.	� Which elections use  
ranked-choice voting?

Good Question III:  
A Special Guest

1.	 Why should I vote for you?
2.	� What are your ideas for 

affordable health care?
3.	� What can you do about  

my high rent?
4.	� Who do you support 

for mayor and borough 
president?

5.	� How old do I have to be  
to vote?

6.	 How can I register to vote?
7.	 Do you like my blouse?

What Can You Say  
about Bullying? 

1.	 I understand how you feel.
2.	� You are smart and we can’t 

let bullies stop us from 
learning.

3.	 What he said is wrong.

4.	� We are speaking with the 
teacher about the problem. 

5.	� I will be waiting for you when 
you come home and I want 
to hear all about your day  
at school.

What Can You Say  
about Democracy?

1.	 I am an immigrant.
2.	� It gives us the power to 

choose our leaders.
3.	� We need to choose people 

who can solve problems, like 
paint that is peeling in old 
buildings, asthma, high rent, 
and other issues.

4.	� There is a vaccine against 
coronavirus. We also need  
a vaccine against hate.

What Can You Do?
1.	 E
2.	 A
3.	 D
4.	 B
5.	 F
6.	 C

Watch the Show: Who Says It (I)?
1.	 the director
2.	 Shinji
3.	 Keisha
4.	 Derin

Watch the Show: Who Says It (II)?
1.	 Deji
2.	 Ken
3.	 Tobi
4.	 Tobi

5.	 Shola
6.	 Shola
7.	 Eri
8.	 Pina

Watch the Show: Who Says It (III)?
1.	 the production assistant
2.	 the cameraperson
3.	 Shola
4.	 Deji
5.	 Eri

Words in the Cloud I
1.	� Shola, Deji, Tobi, Derin, 

Keisha, Eri, Ken, Shinji
2.	� mother, father, husband, 

wife, sister, aunt
3.	� health care, affordable 

housing, living wages, 
education, job training

4.	� mayor, City Council member, 
public advocate, comptroller, 
borough president

5.	 City Council
6.	 candidate
7.	 The Bronx
8.	 ranked-choice voting

Words in the Cloud II
1.	 bullying
2.	 speech
3.	 vaccine
4.	 interview
5.	 democracy, choose
6.	 primary
7.	 register
8.	 early, mail
9.	 Black Lives Matter
10.	 voice

Visit the We Speak NYC website.   
• Read the Study Guides.   

• Practice your English.   

• Watch videos of all the episodes. 

• �Read about your favorite  

characters!

www.nyc.gov/WeSpeakNYC
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